DRAWING   AND    PAINTING

pattern appears to develop later than spontaneous
drawing of objects, and then chiefly as ornamentation
of these objects. (See Fig. 6.) Some writers place the
emergence of the interest as late as six years, unless we
call the chance effects of the Nursery School child
definite attempts at pattern.

Considerably before six years, however, children
begin to arrange concrete material in patterns, e.g. a
child of four to five years loves to arrange dominoes,
coloured tablets, beads, buttons, flower petals and seeds
in definite rhythmic forms, which show all the principles
underlying pattern formation. We can best encourage
this spontaneous interest by the provision of suitable
material and sufficient space and peace for the child to
work out his purpose.

From about six years of age, children use pattern
a good deal to embellish their pictorial drawings, and
we may then assume that definite feeling for pattern
drawing has emerged. At this stage some teaching may,
perhaps, be given which will help to carry the child's
interest on to a higher level of development. (See
Plate VII and pp. 122, 125,)

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

Organisation of Time

Since drawing, for a child, is a spontaneous mode of
expression, ideally he should be free to ^>aint whenever
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